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WILLIAM FARQUHAR’S DRAWINGS OF MALACCA
PLANTS

By 1. H. BURKILL.

The Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland
possesses a volume of paintings of plants, 55 in all, which
was given to it in 1827 by Lieut.-Col. William Farquhar of
the Engineers, the first Resident and Commandant of Singa-
pore. In Farquhar’s handwriting on the fly-leaf is written
“Medicinal plants, etc., of Malacca” and his name. It is
obvious that the paintings are part of the “very large
collection of drawings and subjects of Natural History”
which Jack said Farquhar had made in Malacca (see Jack’s
letters to Wallich (Jour. Straits Branch Roy. As. Soc. 73,
p. 151; 1916) ).

In 1818 Raffles was instructed by the Marquess of
Hastings to seek a settlement to the eastward of Malacca,
and, sailing from Calcutta in December with William Jack
as his personal physician, reached Penang on the 3lst;
Farquhar who had been in Malacca since 1803, had been put
under Raffles’ orders and had arrived in Penang on the 30th
bringing all or part of that collection with him. Jack in the
letter cited wrote “I have just had an opportunity of examin-
ing his (Farquhar’s) drawings of Malacca plants. Most
unfortunately from want of scientific acquaintance with the
subject they are deficient in many essential points of
dissection; but they will be extremely useful as a guide by
taking the native names .... and making inquiries.”
Wallich says that Farquhar employed a Chinese artist. The
pictures would be his work; and there is no reason to think
that they are not all by one hand. Some of this artist’s
brush-work is very beautiful ; some of his drawing is conven-
tional and unreal; half of the pictures represent no more
than the vegetative parts. Of course, Jack, now for the first
time in Malaya, would feel it hopeless to put botanical names
without flowers; and his criticism was just.

Under each picture (with seven exceptions) the Malay
name is written in Arabic characters; one hand wrote the
names under the first 25 pictures and numbered them;
another wrote the names under the rest, but did not number
them. Doubtless Farquhar used Malays on his staff for
this; and there is none of his own handwriting anywhere;
but it is clear that from somewhere there was a direction in
the choice of subjects, because in the time of the first clerk
Zingiberids were favoured: in the time of the second,
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