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million of beasts carrying rice, sessamun seed, Kindney bean,
Chickpea, pulse, Masha (a sort of Kindney bean) salt, oil,
clarified butter and a hundred koti of silver and golden coins.
Let merchants, to set up shops on the way, actors, dancers,
cooks, and many youthful females follow Bharata. Let
soldiers go before him. And let the highly illustrious Bharata,
with children, old men,Brahmanas, citizens, servants, cashicrs,
mothers, wives and the golden image of my wife to be
initiated at the sacrifice, go before.” According to the com-
mand of Riama, Bharata, with Satrughna, made arrangements
for highly valuable quarters, food, drink and clothes. And the
highly powerful monkeys with Sugriva and Brahmanas
engaged in the work of distribution. And Bibhishana,
surrounded by various Rakshas and females, engagcd' in the
scrvice of the high-souled Rishis intent on hard penances.

SBECTION CV.
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I’IAVING speedily despatched before all articles of
sacrifice, Bharata’s elder brother Rama sct free a black horse,
gilted with all marks and worthy of the sacrifice and placed
Lakshmana with Rittwigas in charge of it. Thereupon the
mighty-armed Kakuthstha, in the company of his soldiers,
proceeded to the Naimisha forest and Dbcholding the
wonderful sacrificial ground attained to an cxcess of delight
and said :—‘It has becomc highly charming.” And while
he remained in the Naimisha forest, all the kings sent him
presents and Rama also made returns. And diverse food,
drink and clothes were offered to the kings when they
arrived there with profuse presents. Bharata, with Satrughna,
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engaged in attending upon the kings. The high-souled
monkeys, with Sugriva, being self-controlled engaged in
attending upon the Brahmanas. Bibhishana, in the company
of many Raikshasas, with a collected mind, began ta serve
the Rishis, having asceticism for their wealth. And the
highly powerful Rama, the foremost of men, set aside
wvaluable houses for the accomodation of the high-souled
kings. Under these proper arrangements the horse-sacrifice
commenced. Lakshmana engaged in looking after the
sacrificial horse. In this wise Rama, a lion amongst the
kings, undertook the celebration of the horse-sacrifice. And
in that Ashwamedha of Rama presents were given unto
people as long as they were not satisfied. There was no
other sound audible at that time save that of ‘Give! Give!l.”
In sooth at the horse-sacrifice of the high-soulcd Rama, to
their fullest satisfaction, sweets and other things werc distri-
buted unto people. Indeed before words came out from
the lips of the beggars, monkeys and Rakshasas satisfied
them with gifts. And all the ascetics living for ever
and baving asceticism for wealth that werc present there,
could not think of any other sacrifice, accompanied by so
profuse presents, they had secn before In that sacrifice,
those, who wished for gold, obtained it, thosc who wished for
property got it and those, who longed for jewels, received
them. In this wise before all, enough of gold, jewels, and
clothes were given away.. The ascetics said :—“ We have
never secn before a sacrifice like this, Indra’s, Soma’s,
Yama’s or Varuna’s. And being present everywhere the
Rakshasas and Vanaras gave away enough of riches and
clothes cven unto them who did not want. And though this
sacrifice, gifted with all marks, of Rama, a lion among kings,
continued for a ycar still his accumulated treasure was not
exhausted, but rather was increased.
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THAT sacrifice, the like of which was never seen before,
having been undertaken the illustrious ascetic Valmiki, with
his desciples, came there. And beholding this wonderful
sacrifice resembling that of the celestials, his followers, the
Rishis, made charming cottages in a solitary corner and at no
distance. Inside the highly charming cottage of Valmiki they
placed his picturesque car full of fruits and roots. Thereupon
Valmiki said to his desciples, Lava and Kusa .—“Do ye care-
fully and delightedly sing the whole of Ramayana in the
highly holy hermitages, of the Rishis, in the homes where
perpetual fire is kept up by the Brahmanas, in streets and
palaces, at the gate of Rama’s house, in the sacrificial arena
and before all Ritwigas. And eating all those swect fruits
that are on the summit of the mountan near our hermitage,
do ye engage in chanting the sweet Ramayana. If you
begin singing after taking all those sweet fruits you shall
not experience exhaustion in singing nor you shall forget
measure. If Rama, the lord of earth, invites you to sing
the Ramayana, you may fearlessly sing it there in due notes
and measures before the assembled ascetics. During the
day do ye sing, in your sweet voice, twenty sections out of
many [ have laid in the Ramayana consisting of many
slokas. Do not cherish the least longing for riches. Of
what avail is wealth unto ascetics living perpetually on fruits
and roots ? If Rama asks you about your father you may
say, *“We are both desciples of the high souled Valmiki.
O Kusa and Lava, in your proper mood do you sing the
sweet song with charming Murchand accompanied by the
sweet notes of Vinid. Before you begin with the song, with-
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out disregarding the king, do you bow unto him reverentially.
Morally the king is the father of all. Do you therefore
both, delightedly and with a collected mind, early in the
morning, sing the theme in a sweet voice and accompanied
by the music of the stringed instrument.” Having in this
wise given counsels, the highly generous and great ascetic
Vilmiki, son of Pracheta, became silent. Being thus com-
manded by the ascetic, Janakis’ sons, Lava and Kusa, the
slayers of enemies, issued out therefrom saying. ‘So we
shall do” Like unto the two Aswins following the moral
precepts of Sukra, the two princes, placing those wonderful
counsels of Valmiki in their minds, spent the night with a
heart stricken with curiousity.

SECTION CVII.
—_—O00——

THEREUPON the night being over, having bathed and
performed the Homa, both Lava and Kusa, in consonance with
Rishi’s command, began the song. That song was composed
by the furst preceptor(Valmiki) neverheard of belore,consisting
of sounds originating from six places, containing all metres,
many proofs and set in accompaniment with the music of a
stringed instrument. Hearing such a song from the boys
Rama was striken with curiosity. Thereupon taking leave
from business for some time and inviting the great ascetic
Valmiki, kings, learned men, persons well-versed in Nyaya,
Puranas and science of words, all old men, twice-born ones,

those conversant with the signs of music, Brahmanas desirous



et
iRt

iater e et LA LR 5

et




