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RACISM has a long history on the darker side
of British social science, finding an early
institutional expression in the Anthropological
Society of London in the mid 19th century.
It was later associated with the names of
Galton, Pearson, Keith and Burt. Burt was an
important contributor to the thinking behind
the Butler Education Act and a man obsessed
by the idea of ‘‘breeding’ in his later years.
It is now suspected that parts of his research
were simply invented to support his beliefs.
The eugenics movement, out of which scientific
racism grew, was especially concerned with
national degeneration and regeneration; a
concern embodied in the policies of the Third
Reich.

Victory in the second world war and full
exposure of the results of Nazi racial policies
seemed to have laid “scientific racism’ to rest
and its epitaph was written by the scientific
community in four UNESCO statements on
race. Now only thirty four years after the war
the racists are on the march again and a few
members of the scientific community are
marching with them.

Europe today is undergoing crises in circum-
stances that have seen a breakdown of the
post-war political consensus. Europe is also
multi-racial with 11 million immigrants from
Mediterranean and Third World countries
manning important (and ofter underpaid)
positions in manufacturing and services. Has
scientific racism sprung, newly armed, from
nowhere, to capitalise upon these factors?

In this well-researched pamphlet Billig
answers “No’’ and shows an unbroken con-
nection between scientific racists in the English-
speaking world and a Nazi tradition rooted
largely in the work of Hans Giinther. The
academic community and the Nazis in Europe
are connected through interlinked associations
and journals to form an underworld largely
unknown to British intellectuals and with
values quite different from the traditional
values of liberal scholarship.

Perhaps there can be no purely disinterested
scientific research; all our work has political
implications because if it is at all significant
it bears on someone’s interests. The values we
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bring to research may most clearly show
themselves in the questions we ask. Why do
some ask questions which put at risk the civil,
political and social standing of others? Why do
they feel compelled to promote these questions
and their spurious answers long after the
scientific basis of both questions and answers
has been demolished?

Most social scientists regard scientific racism
as dead. But it will not lie down and many
believe that there is some sort of case to answer
because the noise continues. It is not enough
for us to effect boredom, and detachment from
what in intellectual terms has become merely
irritating, because the political consequences
are real especially when they break through
into “‘legitimate’ politics. The implications are
clear when we see either the company that
scientific racists keep, or the company that
claims them for its own. The scientific racists —
whether they wish to do so or not, and some
clearly do — aid the Nazi cause and work for it.
Their work must be judged by this as well as
its scientific merits. Their work in academe is
part of the same enterprise that National Front
thugs undertake on the streets.

Robert Moore
Department of Sociology, King’s College,
University of Aberdeen.
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Introduction

SCIENTISTS often like to think of themselves
as dispassionate seekers of knowledge. Isolated
in their laboratories they pursue their goals
far removed from the clamour of common
prejudices and bigotry. However, for scientists
hoping to build a ‘science of race’ this claim of
detachment is frequently either illusory or
hypocritical.

The growth of scientific ideas is not normally
haphazard within a society. The ideas of
scientists usually do not arise in some vacuum,
but can be.connected with underlying political
or economic trends. Thus historians have found
it comparatively easy to connect the growth of
scientific notions about white racial supremacy
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries with
the development of imperialism and the slave-
trade.l

Today the slave-trade may have disappeared,
but scientific notions about racial differences
still persist. In fact within recent years a growing
number of influential psychologists have been
canvassing the theory that there are racial
differences in intelligence. The question which
must be asked is whether the growth of this
psychological theory can be connected with
any underlying political trend.

This pamphlet examines the relations
between psychological theories of race and
another trend which has occured in the past
ten years: the small, but not insignificant,
growth of fascism.

One might have thought that fascist and

Nazi political groups should have declined
consistently since 1945. After more than 30
years such groups should now be almost extinct.
However, throughout Western Europe, North
and South America fascist groups obstinately
refuse to fade away, and in fact in certain
places their activities are increasing.2

For instance, in Britain there has been a
pronounced fascist revival during the last few
years. A fascist group like the National Front
has emerged from the obscure reaches of the
lunatic fringe to thrust its way into the political
consciousness of the nation. It has been argued
that in Britain fascism is today politically
stronger than it was in the 1930s.3

In Britain, fascism has been attempting to
establish a presence in the streets of decaying
city areas, fanning the prejudices of the ill-
informed. Commonly it is assumed that fascism
and race prejudice are attractive only to the un-
intelligent and uneducated.® Thus it mightseem
absurd to look for connections between con-
temporary fascism and psychological theories
formulated in calm and detached academic
settings by highly educated professors.

However, a glance at recent history will
show this not to be as absurd as it might seem.
For this reason it is necessary to look closely
at some of the intellectual ideas, which con-
tributed to German Nazism in the 1930s,
and also which continue to be held by today’s
fascists.

Chapter One

Naz1 Race-science

Hans Gnther: 1931 énd 196

ERNST JUNGER, the German conservative
writer, when discussing how the Nazi Party was
able to command a mass following, commented
that ‘“‘the spiritual preparation’ for Nazism was
“carried out by countless scientific works”.
Certainly it is true that many scientists and
academics in Germany welcomed Hitler’s
rise to power. Declarations of support from
professors and intellectuals were made even
before Hitler assumed the Chanc:ellorship.6
In common with their colleagues from other
academic disciplines, psychologists were vocal
in their support for Nazism.

However, the full force of Jlinger's com-
ments does not lie in the fact that large numbers
of academics gave their blessing to the new
regime, or at best failed to oppose it. Junger’s
comment is stronger, implying that the very
success of the Nazi movement could be attri-
buted in some part to the activities of German
science.

Above all, this can be seen in relation to the
central concept of Nazi dogma — the concept
of ‘race’. It has been pointed out that Hitler’s
ideas of race were derived from biological
concepts of race which dominated German
biology in the early part of the twentieth
century.® Many of the ideas to be found in
Mein Kampf were commonplace in -academic

circles. Norman Cohn, discussing the Nazi
‘volkisch-racist’ outlook in his book Warrant
for Genocide, puts the issue clearly: “Irrational,
unscientific, and demonstrably nonsensical
as this outlook was, it was nevertheless the
speciality of the educated — or rather those
with a university degree’’.”

The German cultural climate of the 1930s
favoured racist assumptions as ‘respectable’
scientists (principally geneticists, biologists,
physical anthropologists and psychologists)
contributed to the growth of Rassenkunde
(literally ‘Race-science’). A firm distinction
between the ‘respectable’ scientists, investi-
gating race often by up-to-date empirical
means, and the politically racist theories of

the Nazis cannot be drawn.!? Both fed on the
other: race-science became highly politicised

both in itself and in the uses which Nazi
propaganda made of it. Above all, race-science,
as formulated by some of the most eminent
scientists in Germany at that time, made it
respectable for intelligent people to believe that
the fundamental differences between humans
were racial.

The unholy union between science and
Nazism can be illustrated by the career of one
of the most notorious and extreme of the race
scientists, Hans F.K. Glinther. A prolific writer

























































